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the letter, and with some people even the style. This
was certainly the case with Pcpys, who often tries
to imitate the older man's rather ponderous periods,
and the Diarist, makes no appearance at all in the
exchange of let UTS, I'i must be remembered, too, that
the older post-diary Fepys was a more sober staid man
than the Diarist.
When Evelyn wrote his essay on "Solitude versus
Public. Employment," Fepys did riot write and tell
Evelyn what lie thought of it. But he did tell his
Diary, He had been to church at St. Margaret's,
Westminster, not,, we fear, for the sake of his devo-
tions. From the gallery he entertained himself with
his "perspective glass up and down the church by
which I had the great pleasure of seeing and gazing
at a great many fine women.5' He then goes in his
boat to Barne Elms in quest of Mrs. Martin, and on
the way he read Evelyn's essay, which he had stuffed
into his pocket. "In it/' he writes, "I do not find
excess of good matter though it be pretty for a bye
discourse,"
They were both Fellows of the Royal Society.
Fepys indeed was at one time elected President.
But the contributions to learning which each
brought to that learned and august assembly differed
very widely. Pepys in fact confesses in his Diary that
there were? "fine discourses and experiments but 1 do
lack philosophy enough to understand them and so
cannot remember them."
There was a good deal, of correspondence between
them about the two big books which each contem*
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